Video transcript – Port of Echuca Discovery Centre upgrade features Yorta Yorta mural
[Text: Port of Echuca Discovery Centre updated with $600,000 from the Victorian Government]
[Vision: View of the paddleboat travelling down the Murray River and sounding the whistle. View of the Port of Echuca and Discovery Centre signage. Welcome to country sign in both Aboriginal and English language. View of people entering the Discovery Centre. Time lapse views of people looking at displays in the Discovery Centre]
Joel Pearce - Tour Guide
What’s so important about the Discovery Centre is that we’ve got things here you just can’t see anywhere else.
All of the Murray River is such a beautiful region but Echuca brings it together in a way that I don’t think you can see in any other part of Australia.
[Vision: View of different buildings at the Discovery Centre and paddleboat travelling down the Murray River. Views of different steam engines at the Discovery Centre and man feeding wood into the fire]
And it’s able to tell that story with a whole fleet of century old wood-fired steam engines, with the gorgeous centre itself with people like me who just genuinely love telling the stories and helping bring it to life to everyone who comes to visit.
[Vision: View of Aboriginal flag]
[Text: Yorta Yorta exhibit features mural by local artist]
Stuart Hearn - Yorta Yorta Artist
Well, the mural itself is based on a creation story.
[Vision: Close-up view of the mural as Stuart Hearn tells the story behind the mural]
The man’s face that is Biami, that is our forefather.
The young woman down the end there that’s his wife, she’s dragging the digging stick.
There is Baka which is the dog that was sent down with her for company.
And of course, Gane the rainbow serpent that creates the rivers and the different systems on his way down to the ocean.
Coming here is a wonderful opportunity to be able to share the culture that has been here since the start, the oldest living culture on the planet.
[Vision: Close-up view of mural in detail]
Joel Pearce - Tour Guide
[Vision: View of the paddleboat travelling down the Murray River and sounding the whistle. Close-up view of old ship and historic photographs and displays at the Discovery Centre]
The Port of Echuca is such a huge part of Australia’s history.
[Vision: View of displays at the Discovery Centre and historic signage. View of the Murray River from the Discovery Centre site and paddleboats on the river]
Being able to travel across the continent and help to build a nation is what made Australia what it is today, the wool trade, the wheat, the goldfields, all of them relied upon so much work that was done by the hardworking men and women on the boats, and I feel it’s such an important story to tell.
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